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Preparation for Worship 
  

Introit “In Christ There is No East or West”                             
 Hymn harmonization in four Asian styles by I-to Loh 
 

*Call to worship             
 

 

May the light of God’s love push back the darkness. 
We come to the light from the four corners of the earth, 
from the north, from the south, 
from the east, and from the west. 
But we are all one in Jesus Christ. 
We come from many nations and many cultures. 
But we are all one in Jesus Christ. 
We come seeking the light that guides us to life. 
But we are all one in Jesus Christ. 
Let us lift up our many voices and praise the God of all people.  

 

The liturgy is planned as a combination of a Vespers service (contrasting light and darkness) and a hymn 

festival featuring works composed in the Asian context. Most of the hymns sung in this service appear 

both in the hymnal Sound the Bamboo (STB; GIA: 2000) and the forth-coming hymnal Lift Up My Heart 

(LUYH). The structure of the worship service is based on the Nairobi Statement of Culture and Worship 

in 1996 (http://www.worship.ca/docs/lwf_ns.html). The idea is to reflect on how the repertoire of Asian 

hymns and artworks can help us see that Christ transcends culture, time and space, and thus worship is   

(1) transcultural, (2) contextual, (3) counter-cultural and (4) cross-cultural. 

Nairobi Statement (I): Worship as Transcultural  
“The resurrected Christ whom we worship, and through whom by the power of the Holy Spirit 
we know the grace of the Triune God, transcends and indeed is beyond all cultures.” 
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 Opening Hymn         “Evening Song”                         
Text: Filipino hymn, Moises Andrade; tr. and para. James Minchin 

Tune: DAPIT HAPON,  Francisco F. Feliciano  (STB #161; LUYH) 

Cantor 

All 

All 
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*Benediction “キリストの平和が/May the Peace of Christ Be with You” 
Japanese folk melody; English tran. & arr. Lori True (LUYH) 

 
 

Postlude “In Christ There is No East or West” for Organ     
I-to Loh (1967) 

 
You are welcome to sit and listen to the postlude or to leave silently during it. 
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Intercession “Ososo/Come Now, O Prince of Peace”               
 Geonyong Lee (Korean), Arr. by Joel Narvarro (© 2011 GIA. STB #241, LUYH ) 

 

*Proclamation “In Christ There Is No East or West”      
 Text: Michael Perry (1982) after a line by John Oxenham (1905). Tune: Swee-Hong Lim 

Nairobi Statement (IV): Worship as Cross-cultural 
“Jesus came to be the Savior of all people. He welcomes the treasures of earthly cultures into the 
city of God. The sharing of hymns and art and other elements of worship across cultural barriers 
helps enrich the whole Church.” 

*Blessing the World  
   

People of God who are Persecuted for Righteousness Sake, 
silenced and tired of being silenced 
God’s peace is for you. 
 

People of the Middle East, 
turbulent and tired of being turbulent 
 

God’s peace is for you. 
People of many indigenous tribes in Asia, 
exploited and tired of being exploited 
God’s peace is for you. 
 

People of the West, 
privileged and tired of being privileged 
God’s peace is for you. 
 

May the God of all people and the Lord Jesus Christ 
give us grace and peace this night and every night. 
Amen. 
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*Praise       “Nyanyikanlah/Hallelujah! Sing Praise to Your Creator”              
Text: Indonesian, Tilly Lubis, English vers. David Diephouse 
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Epiphany Prayer         

Refrain:        “Let All Nations Praise the LORD”  
Text: Psalm 117, Taiwanese; Tune: O-LÓ; Hsiang-chi Chang  (STB#5; LUYH) 

By the star in the east, we walk in Your light.  
All nations are led to see Your glory; all people have seen Your great deeds. 
 

因博士朝拜, 我們行走在祢的光中。(By the worship of the magi, we walk in Your light.) 

外邦被引導，發現祢的光輝。 凡有血氣的，看見祢的作為。  

(All nations are led to see Your glory; all people have seen Your great deeds.) 
  

Refrain 
  

By the presentation of the child Jesus at the temple, we walk in Your light.  
All nations are led to see Your glory; all people have seen Your great deeds. 
 

因主受水禮, 我們行走在祢的光中。(By the baptism of our Lord, we walk in Your light.) 

外邦被引導，發現祢的光輝。 凡有血氣的，看見祢的作為。  

(All nations are led to see Your glory; all people have seen Your great deeds.) 
  

Refrain 

 

By Jesus’ changing water into wine, we walk in Your light. 

All nations are led to see Your glory; all people have seen Your great deeds. 

By the transfiguration of the Lord, we walk in Your light. 

All nations are led to see Your glory; all people have seen Your great deeds. 

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. Alleluia!  
 

Refrain 

Cantor 
  

All 
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(Prayer of Confession Con’t) 
 

God blesses those who work for peace, 
for they will be called the children of God. 
But we are often at war with one another. 
In a thousand little ways we demand to be catered to. 
We seldom esteem others as more important than ourselves. 
We often create strife by demanding our way 
rather than by walking in God’s Spirit. 
 

O God, come to our assistance. 
O Lord, hasten to help us. 
 

Sing v.2 of “Have Mercy on Us” 
 
God blesses those who are persecuted 
because they live for God, 
for the kingdom of heaven is theirs. 
But we have too often retreated 
from the disapproval of others. 
We’ve sought to please the world rather than 
risking the disapproval of those who need the Messiah. 
We regard rejection for righteousness 
as a burden to be borne, rather than 
an honor to be humbly received. 
 

Lord, please show us your mercy. 
Lord, have mercy upon us 
in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Sing v.3 of “Have Mercy on Us” 
 

Assurance           

Our Lord Jesus Christ— 
truly God and at the same time truly human and truly righteous— 
is the mediator who was given to set us completely free 
and to make us right with God. 
By the power of his divinity, 
he bore the weight of God’s anger in his humanity, 
restoring us to righteousness and life. 
—based on Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A’s 17-18 

 

Passing of God’s Peace              
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Sung Response  “Have Mercy on Us, Lord”       
Text: Pakistan, Music: KHUDAAYAA, R.F. Liberius (STB#120) 
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Hymn        “Loving Spirit”                
Text: Shirley E. Murray; Tune: CHHUN-BIN, I-to Loh (STB#220; LYUH) 

Choir 

Women 

Men 

All 

All 
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Gospel Hymn   “All Who Are Thirsty”             
Text: Michael Perry; Tune: MALATE, Mutya Lopez Solis  

(LUYH) 

 

Gospel Reading                               John 1:1-14    
    

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Gospel Acclamation  “In Great Thanksgiving” (v.4 Only)             
Text: Melchizedek M. Solis, Philippines; Tune: MALATE, Mutya Lopez Solis  

(STB #31; LUYH) 

Nairobi Statement (II): Worship as Contextual  
“Jesus whom we worship was born into a specific culture of the world. In the mystery of his incar-
nation are the model and the mandate for the contextualization of Christian worship. God can be 
and is encountered in the local cultures of our world.”  

Choir 

All 

 

7 

(Moment of Silence) 
 

 

Prayer of Confession             
     

God blesses those who are hungry and thirsty for justice, 
for they will receive it in full. 
But we have hungered after the pleasures, 
prestige, and possessions of this temporal world. 
Like Esau, we have despised our birthright 
by choosing to satisfy our immediate desires. 
 

O God, come to our assistance. 
O Lord, hasten to help us. 

 

Sing v.1 of “Have Mercy on Us” 

Hymn     “Hunger Carol”                      
Text: Shirley Erena Murray; Tune: SMOKEY MOUNTAIN, I-to Loh (STB #144) 

Nairobi Statement (III): Worship as Counter-cultural 
“Jesus Christ came to transform all people and all cultures, and calls us not to conform to the 
world, but to be transformed with it.”  

Choir 

Men 

Women 

All 

 


